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The girls’ soccer team started the 
season with a loss against St. James 
Academy, leading into the big tourna-
ment that begins their season: MoKan. 
With redemption on their minds, the 
girl’s team went into the tournament 
with high expectations, knowing they 
were going to play some of the biggest 
teams in the nation.

The MoKan tournament began 
with a game against all girls’ school 
Notre Dame dè Sion, winning the 
game 2-0.

“Coach Ewing pushed us all to 
do our best with encouraging pre-

game or halftime talks,” senior captain 
Molly Khoury said, “or really whatever 
worked.”

The strategy for the team is very 
important for the team after the loss 
against St. James and win against Sion, 
coming into the rest of the tourna-
ment.

“We have been concentrating 
better on set plays, dead balls, and 
changing the structure of attack on the 
team,” Head Coach Craig Ewing said.

Coming out of the win against 
Sion, the girls’ soccer team began pre-
paring for a game against the nation-
ally ranked team, Lee Summit North, 
who was ranked fifth by ESPN Rise. 
Therefore, anxiety and excitement 
were looming among the soccer team.

“I was excited because I knew 
they were a tough team to play,” se-
nior Moira Cullings said, “and we were 
a good match for them.”

The game consisted of only two 

goals, one on each side. Senior Chloe 
Mugg scored a goal off a corner with 
an assist from freshmen Lindsey Perz. 
The game ended in a tie, therefore a 
round of penalty kicks was to become 
the tiebreaker. Hannah Pyle kicked 
an amazing penalty kick, but in the 
end Lee Summit North prevailed in 
the penalty, ending the tiebreaker and 
resulting in the girls’ soccer team’s 
defeat.

“We were disappointed because 
we played well,” Cullings said, “but in 
the end we lost in the PKs.”

Afterwards, the girls’ team was to 
have a soccer match with Blue Valley 
Northwest, playing for third place. 
This game was tough with the team 
having several chances to score a goal 
and beat the Huskies, but the chance 
never ended the way the team would 
have liked.Courtesy of Michele Gress

Sarah Heilman defends ball against Lee Summit North No. 3. The girls’ soccer team places 
fourth in MoKan tournament, setting team up for new future strategy, after Pyles’ injury.
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Girls’ soccer team places fourth 
in MoKan, new strategy emerges 
after Pyle’s recent injury.

Girls’ soccer team seeks new strategy after MoKan loss

Senior Katie Gould did not expect 
it to happen to her family, not to her 
mother. However, it did.  When Gould 
was in seventh grade, she was hit with 
a bombshell: her mother was diag-
nosed with breast cancer, a discovery 
that changed Gould’s life. 

Gould’s mother is one of the 5.3 
million Americans living with cancer, 
according to the American Cancer 
Society. She suffers from breast can-
cer, which claims the lives of thou-
sands of women each year. However, 
Gould’s mother’s cancer is currently 
in remission, meaning there is no sign 
of cancer anywhere. Gould credits the 
Aquinas community, especially the 

Wigs Out program, toward helping 
her cope through the ups and downs 
of her mother’s disease.

At first, Gould was reluctant to 
share her mother’s news with her peers 
at Aquinas.

“I wasn’t open about it at all at 
first,” Gould said. “But, eventually my 
teachers and classmates all found out 
and they were very supporting of me.”

Freshman year was especially 
challenging for Gould because she dis-
covered that her mother’s cancer had 
come back in a more aggressive form; 
a form that would need to be treated 
with Radiation and Chemotherapy. 
Gould said her overall experience 
freshman year was a negative one, 
because everything that happened that 
year was associated with her mom’s 
cancer.

“The day of freshman WPA, my 
first high school dance, was the day we 
shaved my mom’s hair,” Gould said. 
“It was really tough.”

CARA OLDENHUIS
Photo Editor

Gould’s experience with cancer 
causes her active involvement in 
cancer awareness programs.

Continued on Page 9, MoKan

Wigs Out provides 
hope for senior

Continued on Page 6, Cancer

Rising gas prices have some driv-
ers worrying about the amount they 
must pay at the gas pump. Some Saint 
Thomas Aquinas students are being 
forced to change their daily lives in 
order to spend less on gas.  

Senior Tommy Gavin must drive 
37 miles (about 45 minutes) to school 
each morning in his 2001 Dodge Da-
kota truck. Gavin spends about $60 to 
fill his tank with only 18 gallons of gas.

“Filling my tank has pretty much 
cleared my bank account,” Gavin said. 
“Most of the money I get ends up get-
ting spent on gas.”

Gavin has had to make changes 
to his own daily life in order to save 
money by driving less. For example, 
Gavin spends nights at his grandfa-
ther’s house in Shawnee and on the 
weekends at friends’ houses. If gas 
prices continue to escalate in the sum-
mer, Gavin plans to spend as much 
time in the city in order to avoid driv-
ing the long distance between Paola 
and Overland Park.

However, Aquinas activities will 

not have to be altered due to rising gas 
prices. According to Sarah Burgess, 
Aquinas Activities Director, if gas pric-
es continue to rise, the transportation 
budget for next year will be expanded, 
not shortened. Burgess stated that 
other activities might suffer budget 
wise, but the safe transportation of 
students is important.

“It is our duty to get our students 
to certain events,” Burgess said.

Carpooling for some events, 
Burgess said, may be needed. Yellow 
school buses are also used as much as 
possible, but availability is sometimes 
limited due to the demand from local 
public schools. Due to availability is-
sues, carpooling with parents is often 
needed in order for students to stay in 
class as long as possible. For instance, 
the girls’ C soccer team was forced to 
carpool to Lawrence Free State High 
School because of an issue with bus 
availability. In order for the girls to 
receive the most class time, but still 
arrive to Lawrence in time, the team 
needed to carpool.

For Aquinas activities beyond 
Topeka, coach buses are used. These 
buses are ordered a year in advance 
with a surcharge based on the gas 
prices at the time of ordering. How-
ever, if gas prices rise, the surcharge 
also increases, adding to the total price 
of the bus for a particular event. d

MURPHY MARX
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Price of gas impacts students’ ex-
penses, forcing some to carpool, 
make changes and save money.

As gas prices in the Kansas area 
soar over $3 a gallon, students are 
looking for easy ways to save money 
and driving time. 

Every school day, sophomores El-
lese Miller, Nate Mack, Lauren Holley, 
and Jacob Dotterweich carpool. They 
have been carpooling since the begin-
ning of freshman year. Mack said that 
carpooling makes getting to school 
much easier. 

“You don’t really have to worry 
about who is taking,” Mack said. 
“There is no change . . . it’s a constant 
plan.”

According to Mack, carpooling is 
the easiest option for them to get to 
school. Miller, Mack, Dotterweich and 
Holley all live within a mile of each 
other, so it’s easy for them to get to 
each other’s houses. 

Carpooling helps students save 
both gas and money in hard 
economical times .

More gas for 
your money

Rising gas prices take 
effect on students

Continued on Page 8,
Carpooling

Ramiro reassigned 

Chef Manager Ramiro Noboa 
got promoted by Treat America Food 
Services to a district manager position 
at a contract feeding program serving 
low-income charter schools of the 
Kansas City area.

Deciding to leave Aquinas before 
the school year ended was a difficult 
decision for Noboa, who oversaw and 
contributed to making student lunches 
for the past 10 years.  The position in 
Kansas City, however, needed to get 
filled immediately, and Noboa viewed 
the opportunity as a necessary step in 
his life.

“My heart hurts for leaving Aqui-
nas, but this is a call from God I be-
lieve,” Noboa said.  “Some of my best 
years of food service came at Aquinas, 
and I loved every moment of my job.”

At his new position, Noboa 
works with others to prepare lunches 
for nearly 8,000 inner-city students 
in grades K-12, a substantial increase 
from the 1,000 students he served 
at Aquinas.  The meals, a mixture of 
processed and prepared foods, get sent 
out by 27 vans to the charter schools 
themselves.

The majority of the students 
Noboa helps feed rely on the lunches 
as their only true meal of the day.

 “I had a breakfast sandwich this 
morning, and tonight I’ll probably 
prepare grilled chicken,” Noboa said.  
“These kids only get bread and butter 
at home, and sometimes even less, so it 
makes me feel great to provide a meal 
for them.”

Catering Director Marilyn Tinker, 
who worked alongside Noboa for 
nine of his 10 years at Aquinas, now 
takes over the management duties 
previous performed by him.  Tinker 

expresses great enthusiasm about her 
new responsibilities, but wants to as-
sure students that the quality of school 
lunches will remain the same with the 
transition.

“We have an excellent chef here, 
Brian Leeper, who’s been here with us 
for three years and he will be doing the 

menus,” Tinker 
said.  “We aren’t 
going to change 
anything that 
Ramiro started; 
he’s got such a 
great program 
already going 
here.”

Tinker grad-
uated with an en-
gineering degree 
from Kansas State 
before entering 

food service and getting hired by Treat 
America.  Noboa feels confident in the 
ability of Tinker to take over for him.

“Marilyn 
(Tinker) brings a 
lot to the school 
and will intro-
duce a lot of 
great new ideas 
to the position.  
She’s a perfect 
leader, and I 
wouldn’t have 
chosen anyone 
else,” Noboa 
said.

Eventually, Noboa wants to 
use his promotion as a step towards 
his dream job, serving impoverished 
children in third world countries.  As 
for Tinker, she hopes to continue 
the legacy of Noboa by building a 
close relationship with the students at 
Aquinas.

“What I would like to see more of 
is for students to come back into the 
kitchen and introduce themselves,” 
Tinker said.  “We love it when they 
come back and tell us what they like: 
if there’s a soup that they love or if 
they’d like any of their favorite foods 
introduced or brought back.” d

MICHAEL CARLSON
Editor in Chief

Ramiro gets promotion to low-
income chart schools in Kansas 
City and leaves legacy to Tinker.

Ramiro Noboa

Marilyn Tinker

Pain at the Pump
Rising gas prices force students and faculty to reconsider their driving habits.

ELLEN BERTELS
Reporter

Freshmen > 22

Sophomores > 26

Juniors > 36

Seniors > 40

Class 
Competition 
Standings:  

Chariot Race
Figure Skating 

Tape Wall 
Kleenex Shake

Dodgeball
Musical Chairs
Gauntlet Relay

Orange Chin

Spring 
Olympics 

Events: 

Feb. 22

$3.05

Libyan Crisis

Feb. 26

$3.23

After crisis

April 12

$3.64

Recent

March 22

$3.34

After crisis

March 11

$3.42

After crisis



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 Most	Saint	Thomas	Aquinas	
students	only	know	the	Cisco	class	
as	the	complex	computer	class,	but	
to	the	11	students	in	the	class,	Cisco	
is	the	key	to	their	future.	
	 “When	I	started	I	didn’t	really	
know	what	it	was,	I	just	knew	I	was	
interested	into	going	into	a	comput-
er-related	field	for	college,”	junior	
Jeff	Kraus	said.	“I	knew	that	Cisco	
was	the	only	class	that	offered	an	
advanced	look	at	computers.”	
Saint	Thomas	Aquinas	is	one	of	the	
many	schools	in	the	area	(along	with	
Johnson	County	Community	Col-
lege,	Olathe	district	high	schools	and	
Wyandotte	County	high	schools)	
providing	a	Cisco	class.	The	program	
at	Aquinas	is	run	through	Fort	Hays	
State	University.	Cisco	Systems	Inc.	
itself	provides	the	curriculum	and	
testing	so	students	can	learn	about	
the	world	of	networking	and	obtain	
Cisco	Certified	Networking	Associ-
ate	certification.	This	certification	
gives	students	the	ability	to	work	for	
any	company	that	needs	networking	
help.		
	 The	Cisco	program	can	prepare	
a	student	for	a	job	in	the	information	
technology	field.	The	four-semester	
class	provides	a	very	strong	founda-
tional	background	that	is	an	asset	for	
IT	employees.
	 	“From	a	college	student	per-
spective	the	organization	skills,	the	
troubleshooting	skills,	the	communi-

cation	skills,	time	management	skills,	
and	how	to	use	your	resources	are	in-
herently	a	big	part	of	this	program,”	
Cisco	teacher	Christine	Orel	said.			
	 Applying	what	is	learned	in	the	
classroom	is	something	students	
demand.	Cisco	students	are	able	to	
work	with	and	evaluate	the	efficiency	
of	the	Aquinas	network.	Students	
were	then	able	to	point	out	the	good	
and	bad	points	of	the	network	and	
explain	how	the	network	could	be	
improved.	Building	Category	5	cables	
and	measuring	out	where	wire-
less	access	points	should	be	to	help	
the	most	people	are	ways	students	
have	helped	technology	department	
chairman	David	Shriver	around	the	
school.	
	 “I	have	evaluated	the	entire	
network	at	Aquinas	to	try	to	improve	
it,	and	to	get	things	like	faster	Inter-
net,”	sophomore	Nick	Boyles	said.	
	 	Students	like	Robby	Cowdrey	
were	offered	the	opportunity	to	
work	on	a	project	for	a	school	event.	
	 “We	created	two	PowerPoint	
presentations	for	the	live	auction	at	
the	Extravaganza,	which	required	
40-plus	hours	of	work	to	complete.	
The	main	PowerPoint	had	about	95	
slides	when	it	was	finally	complete,”	
Cowdrey	said.	
	 On	average,	students	said	(on	a	
scale	from	1-10)	the	class	is	a	6-	or	
7-level	of	difficulty.		The	class	is	
time	consuming	because	note	tak-
ing	is	a	must	to	remember	all	the	
information	but	Orel	and	everyone	
interviewed	said	they	believe	the	hard	
work	will	pay	off.
	 “It’s	more	challenging	than	my	
other	(classes)	but	it’s	the	one	I’m	
willing	to	put	more	time	into,”	Kraus	
said.	d
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Aquinas	will	not	be	converting	to	Apple	
products	in	the	near	future,	contrary	to	the	hopes	
of	some	students	and	faculty	members.	

Technology	use	has	greatly	increased	over	
the	past	few	years.	This	increase	includes	the	rising	
sales	of	Apple	products	such	as	iPod,	Mac,	iTouch	
and	the	iPhone.	Aquinas	has	always	used	Microsoft	
and	Dell	products	but	with	the	recent	increase	of	
Apple	popularity,	some	students	want	change.	

While	some	believe	Apple	products	will	
help,	many	in	the	Aquinas	community	such	as	
technology	and	business	department	head	chairman	
David	Shriver	thinks	otherwise.	

“There	is	no	competition,”	Shriver	said.	
“Apple	products	have	too	many	downsides	and	not	
nearly	as	many	upsides	as	PC	products.”

Shriver	mentioned	many	downsides	to	
Apple,	including	the	price.	To	buy	the	standard	
Apple	iPad	for	all	of	the	students	and	faculty	
would	cost	almost	$660,000,	not	including	extra	
materials	that	may	be	needed.	Shriver	also	said	that	
the	Apple	iPad	would	have	many	weaknesses	in	the	
classroom.	

“iPads	would	be	bad	because	they	have	no	
keyboard	and	they	have	no	durability,”	Shriver	said.	

Many	students	oppose	this	view,	arguing	
that	the	iPad	would	be	more	mobile	and	would	
make	it	easier	to	learn.		

	“I	could	see	students	having	Apple	iPads.	
I	think	that	they	would	be	easier	to	carry	and	more	
adapted	to	students,”	sophomore	Jessica	Satterfield	
said.	

Apple	has	started	the	iBookstore	which	
will	allow	students	to	download	their	textbooks	
instantly.	Many	of	the	Aquinas	programs	like	
Blackboard	have	come	out	with	apps	for	iPad.	
According	to	the	Los	Angeles	Times,	many	high	
schools	and	universities	have	already	planned	
on	distributing	iPads	to	students.	It	is	also	a	
lightweight	gadget,	weighing	1.5	pounds,	which	is	
one	third	of	the	weight	of	an	Apple	laptop.	

Technology	teacher	Al	Miner	suggests	
using	the	technology	(other	than	computers)	that	
we	already	have,	instead	of	buying	new	things.

“I’m	not	sure	why	we	would	ever	get	the	
students	iPads,	when	they’re	all	carrying	around	
smartphones	anyway,”	Miner	said.

Students	may	have	different	opinions	on	
rather	Aquinas	should	or	shouldn’t	have	iPads,	but	
they	all	should	ask	themselves	if	it	helps	them	to	
learn.	Satterfield	said	that	whether	it	helps	or	not	
depends	on	the	student.	

“Some	students	focus	better	when	they	
don’t	have	the	ever	tempting	realm	of	the	Internet	
at	their	fingertips,”	Satterfield	said.	“Many	other	
students	focus	through	technology	including	
myself	and	Apple	products	would	help	a	lot.”

In	Miner’s	opinion,	the	iPads	could	also	
help	the	teachers.	

“iPads	may	help	less	tech-savvy	teachers	
use	technology	in	the	classroom,”	Miner	said.	
	Better	teaching	skills	would	most	likely	result	in	
more	learning	better	which	could	result	in	better	
grades	for	the	students,	which	could	boost	the	
school’s	reputation.	d

PC versus Mac at Aquinas

	 Senioritis	has	hit	Saint	Thomas	
Aquinas,	with	48	seniors	on	pace	to	
fail	one	class	or	more	this	semester.	
	 Senioritis	is	defined	as	“a	less	
than	moderate	interest	in	school-
related	activities,	especially	academics,	
that	students	usually	acquire	around	
the	last	semester	of	their	senior	
year,”	by	ecampustours.com	in	an	
article	in	the	Saint	Thomas	Aquinas	
March	Parent	Newsletter.	The	article	
describes	the	symptoms	as	“having	
a	reduced	attention	to	studies	and	
extracurricular	activities,	making	up	
excuses	not	to	attend	classes,	sleeping	
during	class	and	suffering	from	a	
severe	fixation	with	partying.”
	 As	the	school	year	dwindles	to	
a	close,	some	seniors’	grades	have	
slipped.
	 “48	seniors	are	failing	at	least	
one	class	at	this	time.	Some	of	those	
seniors	are	failing	more	than	one	
class,”	College	Counselor	Barb	Bruns	
said.
	 With	a	senior	class	of	261	
students,	approximately	20	percent	
are	failing	at	least	one	class.	This	
does	not	mean	these	students	will	
be	unable	to	graduate.	It	depends	on	
which	class	or	classes	they	are	failing,	
and	not	all	seniors	have	been	affected	
yet.	
	 “My	Calculus	students	are	pretty	
motivated	and	are	actually	getting	
better,”	senior	math	teacher	Jim	
Halling	said.
	 English	and	theology	teacher	Phil	
Farnan	said	he	hasn’t	seen	a	change	
in	effort	or	a	drop	of	test	scores	from	

his	senior	students,	but	senioritis	is	
clear.	

	“Attention	has	been	
dwindling,”	Farnan	said.	“The	
freshmen	have	better	attention	then	
the	seniors	at	this	point	in	the	year.”
	 As	many	seniors	
have	at	least	one	
failing	grade,	some	
students’	grades	
haven’t	been	affected	
by	senioritis.

“My	
grades	haven’t	really	
dropped.	I	have	to	
keep	them	up	for	a	
scholarship,”	said	
senior	Lanie	Moran.

According	
to	Bruns,	senioritis	
has	affected	students	
in	the	past	as	it	does	
now.	Bruns	said	she	
herself	had	a	case	of	
senioritis.

“Senioritis	is	
not	a	unique	disease.	
I	had	it	in	high	
school	and	my	grades	
the	first	semester	of	
college	absolutely	
suffered,”	Bruns	said.
	 To	explore	
the	prevalence	of	
senioritis	in	the	area,	
other	schools	were	asked	how	many	
of	their	seniors	were	failing	at	least	
one	class.	While	many	chose	not	to	
comment,		Rockhurst	High	School	
gave	some	information.
	 “Nine	seniors	are	failing	at	least	
one	class,”	Joe	Delehunt,	Assistant	
Principal	for	Campus	Affairs	at	
Rockhurst	High	School	said.	There	
are	253	students	in	the	senior	class	at	
Rockhurst,	and	nearly	6	percent	have	
at	least	one	failing	grade.	This	is	much	
lower	than	the	20	percent	at	Aquinas.
	 Delehunt	also	said	some	students	

could	be	failing	because	their	classes	
are	hard,	not	because	they	have	lost	
interest	due	to	senioritis.

With	graduation	and	the	
new	adventure	of	college	just	around	
the	corner,	it’s	tough	for	seniors	to	

stay	focused,	
but	Bruns	said	
it’s	crucial	
they	don’t	let	
senioritis	take	
over	the	rest	of	
senior	year.
	 “It’s	
important	
that	seniors	
stay	focused	
because	
Advanced	
Placement	
tests	are	in	
May	and	some	
seniors	need	
to	do	well	on	
those	in	order	
to	get	college	
credit	for	their	
classes,”	Bruns	
said.	“This	
saves	them	
money.	They	
don’t	want	to	
take	the	same	
class	again	in	
college.”	

	 	“Reaching	their	full	potential	
is	very	important,	but	in	the	grand	
scheme	of	things	it	is	about	if	you	
want	to	learn	as	much	about	the	
world	as	you	can.	It	doesn’t	make	a	
difference	whether	you	are	a	senior	or	
not,”	Halling	said.
	 Ecampustours.com	provides	a	
few	tips	for	seniors	to	finish	out	their	
second	semester	strongly.	
	 “Challenge	yourself.	Continue	to	
set	academic	goals	that	you	want	to	
reach.	Form	study	groups	with	your	
friends.	Stay	involved.”	d	

ANNIE QUIGLEY
Reporter

With the end of the year ap-
proaching quickly, many seniors 
stop trying in their classes.

Students suffer from senioritis, many fail-
ing one or more class

MIKE ESTES
Reporter

Aquinas students both agree and disagree on 
the benefits of the school switching to Apple 
products. 

Cisco class provides 
opportunities 

MADISON PETRACEK
Reporter

Challenging course prepares 
students for the information 
technology fields

se•nior•i•tis noun

Definition of senioritis:
A crippling disease that strikes 
high school seniors. Symptoms 
include laziness, an over-ex-
cessive wearing of track pants, 
old athletic shirts, sweatpants, 
athletic shorts, and sweatshirts. 
Also features a lack of studying, 
repeated absences, and a gener-
ally dismissive attitude. The only 
known cure is a phenomenon 
known as Graduation.

Synonyms:
Indifferent, careless, slacking, 
lazy, neglectful, sluggish, lacka-
daisical
Antonyms:
Disciplined, active, responsible, 
careful, energetic, persistent, 
diligent 

Source: urbandictionary.com

Senior ads are still available!
Very few spots remain, so e-mail Lizzie Amaro today at yearbook@stasaints.net.
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We the People team headed to Nationals
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 Saint Thomas Aquinas We 
the People Team has taken great 
strides this year, winning state on Feb. 
28. We the People is a competitive 
government class at Aquinas. It is  to 
make sure citizens and voting-able 
18-year-olds are informed about the 
constitution.
 In order to enroll in the 
class, a 95 percent GPA or a teacher 
recommendation is necessary.

Students enrolled in the 
class for various reasons. Some joined 
because of siblings that had taken the 
class, others joined because of the 
career that they hope to pursue and 
even others enjoy the political aspect 
of it.

During first semester, 
students attended the class sixth hour 
with occasional meetings outside of 
class. Second semester, the class was 
switched to zero hour. 

“Before the state competition 
I arrangement one on one meetings 
with the individual groups twice a 
week before or after school or during 
seminar,” social studies teacher and 
We the People coach, Amy Sudduth, 
said.” “In preparing for the national 
competition we meet every Tuesday 
and Thursday morning.  The students 
also plan out of school meetings on 
their own to prepare and write papers 

for the competition.  We also meet 
on days that school is not session or 
on weekends when the competition is 
nearing.”

 In class, students were paired 
into groups based on their strengths. 
 “Mrs. Sudduth divided us 
early in the year-- after asking us to 
describe our strengths, she grouped 
us,” senior Amanda Gress said. “The 
idea was to 
have six well-
balanced groups, 
with confident 
speakers, writers, 
and researchers 
in each.”
 In total, 
there were 6 
groups of 3 in 
the class of all 
seniors. Each group was required to 
write three papers on their unit based 
off of three questions given to them. 
 “The hardest part about We 
the People is probably the paper-
writing stage because it’s what the rest 
of the competition is based on,” Gress 
said. “After those are done, doing 
practice question sessions with Mr. 
(Tim) Lillis are really difficult, because 
he prepares us by making those really 
difficult.” 
 Writing papers for the 
students was a long process full of 
writing and re-writing.

“Once we turn in a rough 
draft for our papers, we may have to 
redo (the paper) three or four times 
before it’s competition-ready,” senior 
Katie Bolin said. “There is also a lot of 
cutting down and editing; it has to be 
no more than four minutes when read 
aloud.”

While each unit was required 
to so the same amount of work, the 
delegation of the task of writing the 
papers was up to each unit. 

“In my unit (with Amanda 
Gress and Katie Gould), we would 
come up with an outline for a paper 
together, and then pick someone to 
write up a draft of the paper,” senior 
Michelle McOsker said. “After that, 

we would 
read through 
it together, 
removing 
sentences to 
reduce how 
long it was 
or changing 
words to 
improve 
clarity.”

While other teams wrote 
papers together one at a time, others 
did it differently.

 “Each team did it 
differently,” senior Ali Kruse said. 
“My Unit, Unit Two, with Mitchell 
Cota and Molly Porter, decided for 
state to each take a section of each 
paper, and write it. Then they would 
email to the main writer of the paper 
who then made it flow. We liked this 
method because everyone was actively 
involved in each paper.”

In addition to the writing and 
practicing students did, they also were 
required to take weekly tests on their 
units and do weekly current events on 
unit topics. 

Students had to prepare for 
any question that a judge might ask 
them. They must memorize their 
speech and prepare as much as possible 
for the questions that they might be 

asked.
“The scary thing about 

competition is that, although we can 
make guesses as to what questions 
we might be asked, the judges have 
four minutes to ask us anything even 
remotely relevant,” senior Maggie 
Bernard said. “The stressful part is 
making sure that we are all well-versed 
on anything.”

Students had to work hard 
throughout their year and improve 
their weaknesses in preparation for 
state, and will continue to work for 
nationals. 

“In my reading of the paper, 
I had to work on getting more ‘spunk’ 
because apparently I didn’t have that,” 
senior Roz Henn said. “I had to work 
on my confidence in public speaking 
was awful, I’m still not fully there yet.”

The process of preparing 
for State and Nationals was not only 
stressful for the students but for the 
coaches as well.

“The hardest part of the 
class as a teacher is being able to keep 
up with all the groups,” Sudduth 
said. “Arranging time to meet with 
the students on a one-on-one basis 
and working around all the students 
schedules is difficult at times.  The 
hardest part in preparing for nationals 
has been the short amount of time 
that we have before the national 
competition.”

All of the writing and re-
writing was in preparation for State 
in Topeka.  The team automatically 
qualified for state due to the fact that 
they are one of only two teams in 
their district. The other team is Blue 
Valley Northwest, who won state last 
year (Aquinas took second to them).  

Aquinas has won We the People state 
5 times, the last time they won was in 
2008.  This is the first team to qualify 
for Nationals, while Sudduth was the 
coach.

The competition, scheduled 
for Jan. 31 was delayed due to a severe 
snowstorm. So a month later, on 
Feb. 28 Aquinas went to state with 
11 other teams. There were 1080 
points possible for each team to earn, 
Aquinas earned 1023.5 winning the 
competition by a mere 2.5 points over 
Blue Valley Northwest. 

After such a great 
accomplishment, the team must get 
back to work. The amount of time that 
they have before nationals is much less 
than the preparation time for state.
 “It’s a lot of work in a much 
shorter amount of time,” Rachel 
Stompoly said. “The first time, we had 
seven months to write out papers and 
get familiar with them and this time 
we have a little over two months.”
 Despite all of the time and 
work they must put into the class, all 
of the students enjoy We the People 
and their time together. 
 “We the People was a really 
hard class so be willing to work, but 
the benefits are amazing,” Kruse said. 
“Being able to compete at state and 
getting to know these people so much 
better was so awesome. I’m so glad I 
took this class! Juniors, sign up.”
 The team continues to work 
hard in preparation for Nationals, 
traveling to Washington D.C. April 29 
through May 2. 
 “I don’t want to have any 
expectations,” Stompoly said. “but I 
do have goals.” d

KELSEY THOMECZEK
Reporter

The We the People team’s win at 
state qualifies them for Nationals 
in Washington, D.C. 

     
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

The Saint Thomas Aquinas Show 
Choir has been a part of the school for 
years, but has only recently begun to 
participate in competitions.
 The show choir participates 
in multiple activities year round that 
range from singing at the homecoming 
tailgate, dinner theatre, and now they 
have started to compete against other 
choirs. The 2010-2011 school year 
was only the show choir’s second year 
competing, but have done well for 
newcomers to competition. 

Joe Heidesch, who is in his 
sixth year of directing choir, is pleased 
with the progress they have made.
  “Since this is only our second 
year, we are still in the process of 
learning. We are continually getting 
better, and I can see a first place finish 
in our near future,” Heidesch said. 
 The competition in January 
was a turning point for the show 
choir.

“We placed second in our 
division and made finals for the first 
time at the Northwest Missouri State 
University Show/Jazz Choir Festival, 
so this is quite an accomplishment for 

us,” Heidesch said.
Students in show choir are 

equally happy with the results of the 
competitions. Anthony Fortino, a 
senior at Aquinas and a member of 
show choir for four years, thinks 
that choosing to compete was a good 
decision for the choir as a whole.

“We started to go to 
competitions last year and I think it 
was a great decision and it has helped 
us grow. The show choir receives an 
increasing amount of support from 
the school and I think the support 
will grow as our success and talent 
continues to grow,” Fortino said.  
“Placing second at the competition 
at Northwest Missouri State gave the 
choir a much needed confidence and 
motivation booster.” 

Noelle McDonald, a 
sophomore in show choir, agrees that 
they have done exceptionally well at 
competitions. 

“I think we’re doing well. For 
a new show choir like ours to make 
it to finals is crazy. We need more 
support though, because people don’t 
really get how much work goes in to 
preparing for show choir,” McDonald 
said.

As for how the show choir 
will continue to do in the future, show 
choir sophomore Sarah Gabriel is 
confident that they will continue to 
perform at the same level.

“We have a lot of good 
underclassmen right now that will 
be able to lead the show choir in the 
future,” Gabriel said. d

JACOB DOTTERWEICH
Reporter

The Show Choir continues to 
make progress during their   
second year of competing.

Show choir places 
well in competition

Jacob Dotterweich | The Shield

Junior Ellery Ernst practices “Thriller” with the Saint Thomas Aquinas Show Choir.  This is the second year show choir is participating in 
competitions.

“The hardest part....has been 
the short amount of time that 
we have before the national 
competition.”

-Amy Sudduth
We the People teacher

Students gear up for summer jobs

	 	 	 	
	 As the end of the school year 
quickly approaches, Saint Thomas 
Aquinas students are gearing up for 
their summer jobs. 

Restaurants, frozen yogurt 
shops, arcades, pools, clothing stores, 
grocery stores and retirement homes 
are just a few of the places students are 
working over this summer. 
 Junior Mary Watts will be 
working at the Leawood City Kids 
Camp when the school year ends. 
 “I think it will be really fun 
to play with kids as a job,” Watts said. 
“I will have money, so I won’t have to 

ask my parents for it all the time.” 
 Some jobs require special 
skills and having prior experience 
before starting. Lifeguarding, a 
common occupation for high school 
students, involves 
going in for five to six 
hours once a day each 
year for training. 
 Senior 
Roz Henn has been 
lifeguarding since she 
was 15, and has found 
many benefits from her 
job.

“You learn CPR and first aid, 
which are good things to know. The 
hours are good for summer, and you 
get to work with people your age,” 
Henn said. 

Many other jobs lack 
the flexible hours of lifeguarding.  
Sophomore Natalie Kutney has been 
working at Green Apple, a self-serve 
frozen yogurt shop, since November. 

“The boss will call randomly 

asking me to work,” said Kutney, 
“(but) I can have as many free samples 
of the yogurt as I want, and Green 
Apple is only two minutes from my 
house.”

Watt’s job involves eight 
hours shifts five days a week this 
summer, where as some students go to 
work with school coming the next day. 

“I work from 4:30 to 8:00 on 
Sunday nights,” said junior Madeline 
Hopfinger, regarding her job as a 
hostess at Salty Iguana. 

Salary seems to be the 
common factor for why high school 
students work. With expenses 

that need attention and college 
considerations in the future, working 
becomes a necessity.

Most high school students 
don’t earn much for their efforts. The 
majority of sources interviewed receive 
the minimum wage: $7.25 an hour. 
Sophomore T.J. Duffendack cited the 
large amount of work for little pay as a 
drawback of his job at PowerPlay. 

“Over spring break, 15 school 

“I work to pay gas and to 
pay off fees on my truck.”

- T.J. Duffendack
Sophomore

busses full of 600 kids pulled up before 
the place was even open,” Duffendack 
said.   “I work to pay gas and to pay 
off fees on my truck.”

Parents sometimes act as a 
stronger influence when money alone 
isn’t enough motivation for students 
to seek work.

Watts said, “I’m getting a job 
because my dad’s making me.” d

ELIZABETH ROMME
Reporter

Aquinas students share their
views and experiences with 
summer jobs
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Photos courtesy of (from left to right, top to bottom) Natasha Boyer, Sarah Gabriel, Natasha Boyer, Katy Wright, Bridget Dupin and Katie Bartolac. 

Saint Thomas Aquinas students consider how different stereotypes compare and contrast with reality.

P
eople can be categorized in so many 
ways, whether its social class, gender, 
race or age. Stereotypes blur the line 
between what could be 
true about someone and 
what actually is true 

based on the very basic facts people know 
about others.

From a young age, children are taught 
to put things in order or in sections. It’s a 
thought process. From there on, they learn 
who their peers are, who the adults are and 
learn how and what is appropriate to work 
well with each group. The children find this 
pattern and search for similar ones as they grow older.

 “I feel like we just need to name things. We need to feel 
like we have things under control,” junior Courtney Bollig 
said. “If I stereotype something then I feel like I have some 
control over it and know more about it because I’ve given 
this thing a ‘stereotype’.” 

The very definition of a stereotype, according to dic-
tionary.com, is “a simplified and standardized conception or 
image invested with special meaning and held in common by 
members of a group.”

The oversimplification of one person to fit the whole 
group is where some would say the trouble begins. Ninety 

percent of the 83 Aquinas students polled 
have been stereotyped, with 43 saying they 
cared about it. 

“It’s far easier to dismiss people on 
what you think rather than take the time 
to get to know them,” counselor Laura 
Cline said. “Even if a person 
does show characteristics of a 
stereotype, they are still an in-
dividual who must be viewed 
within the context of their life 

experiences.”

Only 10 percent of the students polled say 
they’ve never been stereotyped.

Most students who identified themselves 
with one group often found more fault with 
the stereotype than truth. 

“I don’t think the jock stereotype is true,” 
sophomore Hunter Thomas said. “We can 
come off as arrogant but we don’t mean to be. It’s our com-

petitive personality and because of that our kindness goes 
unnoticed. Most of us are really nice if you get to know us.”

Alex Bellerive, senior Cheerleader Team Captain, admit-
ted she used to think the stereotype was true 
about cheerleaders and defended cheerleaders 
from their ditzy label.

“People can assume that cheerleaders are 
really stuck up and that we’re way too peppy 

which is not true at all,” Bel-
lerive said.

Some students, rather than resist or deny 
the label, conform to it because of similar 
interest.

Junior Casey Craig considers the “band 
geek” stereotype to be fairly accurate, but 
with a twist.

“To other people, me being a drum 
major may seem kind of geeky,” Craig said. 
“But being a drummer is really the coolest 
thing since sliced bread.”

A hipster could be considered the most ironic stereo-
type because they consider themselves individualists, yet 

attempt to look like other hipsters. However, even with this 
particular stereotype, not everyone is the same.

 “The hipster stereotype can be true but it really depends 
on who you’re talking to,” junior Katy 
Wright said. “If it’s someone who’s try-
ing to be a hipster, then, yeah, they’ll act 
all pretentious and jerky just to fit that. 
But someone who’s a real hipster (though 
they wouldn’t admit it) won’t act stuck-
up. They’d just be a good little artsy kid 
and stroke their ironic mustaches.” 

Several studies conducted within 
the past 10 years have shown that 
stereotypes are not only negative but 
fairly unreliable. In a study conducted 
in 2005 on 3,989 people from 49 dif-
ferent cultures, researchers found that 
“national stereotypes can provide some 
information about a culture, but they 
do not describe people.” For instance, Americans in the study 
thought “the typical American” was very confident, while 
Canadians thought the average Canadian was much more pas-
sive. However, in a test to measure their respective amount of 

assertiveness, they were nearly equal.

The study went on to warn how dangerous stereotypes 
could be. “Unfavorable stereotypes of national or ethnic 
groups…could form the bases for prejudice, discrimination, 
persecution or even genocide.”

 “The least negative results from relying on stereotypes 
are misperceptions and miss opportunities to really get to 
know someone,” Cline said. “At the very worst, there can be 
war and death.”

Another study conducted in 2000, suggested that 
stereotypes could become “self-fulfilling 
prophecy” or a “stereotype threat”. 

Stereotypes are only what you make 
of them. At the very best, they represent a 
lost opportunity for young people and can 
develop more severe labels along the line.

“Everyone should and deserves to be 
seen as an individual,” Cline said. d

“I don’t think the jock 
stereotype is true. We 
can come off as arrogant 
but we don’t mean to 
be. It’s our competitive 
personality and because 
of that our kindness goes 
unnoticed.”
- Hunter Thomas, sophomore

“Everyone should and de-
serves to be seen as an indi-
vidual.”

- Laura Cline, Counselor

“The hipster stereotype 
can be true but it really 
depends on who you’re 
talking to.”

- Katy Wright, junior

“I feel like we just need 
to name things. We need 
to feel like we have things 
under control. If I ste-
reotype something then 
I feel like I have some 
control over it...”

- Courtney Bollig, junior



What activities and clubs were you in 
at Aquinas?

I was in band for probably about 3 
years freshman through junior year, and 
back then it wasn’t a marching band.  
It was more of a jazz band.  I played 
drums one year, I played bass one year, 
I played guitar one year.  So it was 
really cool, I mean, the marching band 
at Aquinas right now is really awesome, 
but we had something that was really 
unique to the area.  It was really just 
kind of a jam band.

I did that until my senior year, and 
my senior year I was in choir.  That was 
when I really realized that I liked to 
sing, because I really hadn’t sung much 
prior to that. 

I played baseball until junior year.  I 
really loved playing baseball, but I really 
loved playing music more, so that’s what 
I wanted to do.  I had a conversation 
with my parents the night before tryouts, 
and the day of I decided I wasn’t going 
to them; I just had to do what was in 
my heart.  My heart wasn’t going to be 
there.  At the time, it was really sad, but 
looking back, it had to happen.

How did you become a musician?

I am completely self-taught.  I took 
three lessons, but I was just too ADD.  
I’d go home to practice, and then I’d 
end up playing all this stuff that I wasn’t 
supposed to practice.  I just wanted to 
play.

I taught myself in fifth grade, and 
my dad gave me a guitar.  I just turned 
on the radio and tried to learn everything 
I could on there, but it wasn’t easy and 
it sounded bad for a long time.  I had to 
ask my dad for certain things like how 
to tune the instrument, but really, it was 
just from being up all night playing 
because I was ADD.  The only thing that 
really caught my attention was guitar: 
it was really the only thing that I could 
sit and do for hours.  At one point, my 
parents grounded me from the guitar 
because they knew that’s what I wanted 
to do the most.

Once I got bored with guitar, I 
taught myself bass, then later keyboards 
and drums.  Then it got to a point were 
my parents were bringing home all 
these weird instruments and I was just 
teaching myself how to play them.  It 
was the only thing that could keep my 
attention, but even then, I was still ADD 
and needed more instruments and stuff 
like that.  It turned into recording and 
being a one-man band pretty much.

How did the Mikey Needleman Band 
Start?

I had always performed at Aquinas 

in Talent Shows or at Battle of the 
Bands or whatever, and I was in a band 
during high school, but my focus was in 
writing rather than performing.  

One day, while I was going to 
Missouri State, my sister kind of 
kidnapped me from my room and she 
said ‘grab your guitar’ and took me to 
her sorority.  They were having an all-
sorority sleepover.  She pulls me in and 
says ‘alright, play!’  All these girls are 
sitting in front of me, Indian style, and 
they had their pillows.  I started playing 
and singing, and that went over really 
well.  All of a sudden, I got knocks 
on my door from different people and 
got my first paying gig in college.  It 
was just a solo thing for a long time. I 
transferred to Kansas State, and I put 
myself through college just playing 
shows.  I was playing three to four 
nights a week throughout the area.  It 
wasn’t much, but it was enough to get 
though college.  From the solo stuff, 
I was told by bigger venues that they 
couldn’t have a solo artist as a headliner, 
and they told me I needed a band 
because it didn’t make sense for them 
to get a full band to open for a solo guy.  
I understood, and got together with a 
buddy of mine and started a band called 
“The Mikey Needleman Band.”

The reason we kept the band as 
my name was because I already had a 
reputation, I already had business cards 
and logos made, so it was easier to just 
put band rather than to start a new band 
and try to keep our following.  To this 
day, I wish I would have changed it 
because it’s kind of boring.

The band was just a three piece for 
a while, and we’re currently at a four 
piece.  Sometimes we do play as a five 
piece.  Once we formed a band, that’s 
when we really took off and started 
playing the bigger shows.  When I say 
big shows, I don’t mean huge, huge 
concerts, but we were getting paid much 
better and stuff like that, so it was really 
good that I ditched the solo thing and put 
a band together.

Does playing in front of people come 
naturally? 

People can tell I’m not afraid of 
the microphone or being on stage.  
Whenever we play a show we really try 
to throw a party, whether it’s a Christian 
show or a rock show or whatever.  What 
we’re trying to do is get the audience 
excited, or at least get them in to it.  

People ask me if I get nervous 
anymore, and I don’t know.  I know I 
get a certain way before shows, which 
could be looked at as nerves, but I don’t 
feel nervous.  I get really excited and 
pumped up.  I think the minute I stop 
feeling that way is the minute I feel my 
heart’s not into it anymore.

Who are your influences? 

It’s funny, but it’s probably Green 
Day.  The first CD that I ever had was 
my older sister’s CD that I stole from 
her.  I taught myself every song on that 
record—it was Green Day’s “Dookie”—
and I played that CD over and over 
again, and that’s really what got me 
excited to play.  When I learned to play 
drums, I was playing drums to Green 
Day.  I even played on stage with Green 
Day when I was a junior at Aquinas.  
They pull people on stage and I played 
drums with them.  

So as far as just the initial me 
getting excited about music was 
probably Green Day, but I draw from all 
different influences, from punk music 
to pop to hard rock, blues and country.  
I really like the solo guys: John Mayer, 
Matt Maher, Matt Nathanson, Graham 
Colton, Jason Mraz, all those.  I like 
them because they write a lot like I do, 
but I’m listening to a new radio station 
every day.

How did your faith grow at Aquinas?
I grew a lot.  My freshman and 

sophomore year, I was always a believer 
but I didn’t really practice my faith.  My 
junior year, I went on a retreat called 
Teens Encounter Christ, an archdiocesan 
retreat, and that’s when I found that God 
is real and God really loves me.  I never 
really thought of it that way, I always 
thought of my faith as my parents’ faith 
or the Church on Sunday, but  it was on 

Tec when I decided that this is my faith 
and I can really embrace it and make it 
my own.  

Kairos retreats, mission trips and 
other stuff Aquinas offered were a 
blessing as well, and they just really 
helped me to not be afraid to be 
Catholic.  In the one place you shouldn’t 
be afraid to be Catholic, at Aquinas, 
sometimes you’re even afraid to show 
that to your friends.  Those retreats and 
those mission trips showed me that it’s 
really okay to be Catholic and you don’t 
have to hide that.

You could really tell the teachers 
that want to make faith a priority in 
the classroom from the ones that teach 
it because it’s expected.  There’s a 
difference between wanting to do it and 
having to do it, and I was really inspired 
by the teachers that wanted to help me 
grow in my faith.

How should high school students 
overcome their doubts about Christ? 

Ask questions.  I think asking 
questions is good.  I heard a quote once 
that doubting your faith isn’t good but 
questioning it is.  It’s good to question 
and ask why we do certain things.  How 
come I have to kneel at this point?  How 
come I have to say the Sign of the Cross 
here?  Ask those questions.

Unfortunately, a lot of us being 
cradle Catholics, we don’t know those 
answers.  If someone were to ask me 
‘well, why do we do this?’ sometimes 
I have to say ‘I’ll get back to you.’  
Sometimes I’ll ask a teacher those things 
and they don’t know.  But, by asking 
those questions and doing the research, 
we really find truth.  There’s nothing 
more beautiful than truth and there’s 
nothing more real than truth, and the 
truth is out there.  It’s up to you to find 
it because no one’s going to make you 
believe it except you.

Ask questions, talk to somebody 
who seems pretty deep in their faith 
and say ‘I don’t get this,” and it’s okay 
to say that because me as a 27-year-
old musician and youth minister and 
all that, I still say I don’t get it.  I still 
have to ask other people and do my 
research.  That’s what it comes down 
to.  That and just being open:  you can’t 
learn anything unless you’re open to it.  
If you don’t want to be faithful, that’s 
your choice, but I’m here to tell you 
that life’s so much better when you do.  
Everything’s a blessing, everything’s a 
gift and everything’s a joy.  Even in the 
hard times, you find blessings.  That’s 
a direct result of me believing and 
choosing to be open to God showing His 
faith to me every day. d
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Katie Gould stands next to family after getting her hair cut last year for Wigs Out.  Gould  
originally had her hair cut as encouragement for her mother during her illness.

Cancer: Gould thankful for Aqui-
nas’ focus on cancer fundraising

Campus Connection: Mikey Needleman

Michael Carlson
Editor In Chief

Aquinas graduate and local musi-
cian Mikey Needleman discusses 
his early years playing music.

However, Gould received a ray 
of hope freshman year when the Wigs 
Out program was started by Performing 
Arts chairwoman Kim Harrison. The 
program was designed to have girls with 
long hair donate 
their hair in order 
to give bald cancer 
patients like Gould’s 
mother wigs.

Gould said she 
felt Wigs Out was 
a gift from God 
that was meant to 
encourage her and 
her family.

“It was no co-
incidence that Wigs 
Out started freshman year, the year my 
mom underwent treatment,” Gould said. 
“God placed it in my life for a reason; I 
was meant to have this kind of support 
system.”

Gould donated eight inches of her 
hair that first year, which was emotional 
for her. She said she was glad so many 
of her classmates and peers participated 
in the event.

“I truly felt like those 60 girls were 
angels,” Gould said.

Gould also donated her hair and 
gave a speech at last year’s assembly, 
which Harrison described as “one of 
the most compassionate and beautiful 
speeches” she had ever heard.  

She is so eager and invested in this 
program because of her experience with 
her family. Gould said she was disap-

pointed when she 
was told her hair 
was too short for 
this year’s event.

“They 
literally had to 
tell me that I 
can’t (donate 
hair this year), 
even though I 
really wanted to,” 
Gould said.

Even though 
Gould is not participating in this year’s 
event she is still seen as a vital part of 
the program.

“Katie has an amazing attitude, and 
she really helps to get people excited 
about the Wigs Out program,” Harrison 
said.

Gould said she is especially thank-
ful for how aware Aquinas is about 
cancer. She is glad that the school holds 
many events dedicated to raising money 

to find a cure for cancer, such as the 
girls soccer Pink-Out fundraiser and the 
Wigs Out assembly. Just noticing how 
aware Aquinas is of the issue has made 
her feel more comfortable about her 
mother’s own battle.

“What place is more accepting than 
Aquinas?,” Gould said. “I find it humor-
ous that I was so shy about sharing it 
freshman year.”

As of right now, Gould’s mother 
is in remission and is doing well. The 
cancer spread to her bones in 2009, and 
as with all bone cancer, it never fully 
goes away. The chance for a relapse is 
always there, so Gould will never feel 
fully relieved.  

Gould said she is happy her mother 
is well and that her family has grown 
closer through this experience. 

“I can’t hate what it did to us 
because it brought us together,” Gould 
said. 

 Gould does not plan to give up 
on fighting cancer. She wants to see 
an end to the disease that has affected 
her mother in such a painful way. The 
Aquinas community will not give up its 
fight either; more than 60 girls prepare 
to cut off eight or more inches of their 
hair at today’s Wigs Out assembly. d

Continued from Front Page

Top: Mikey Needleman plays a live show with 
his band.  Needleman started out as a musician 
by learning how to play guitar.

Right: The jazz band at Aquinas from 2000 
poses for a picture.  Needleman is standing on 
the top row of the photo, fourth from left.

“It was no coincidence 
that Wigs Out started 
freshman year, the year 
my mom underwent 
treatment.”

- Katie Gould
senior
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Saints Flashback: Looking back on 
the building then and now

In 1988, Saint Thomas Aquinas 
was the new school in town; flash 
forward 23 years and Aquinas has 
grown; not only as a building but as 
a community as well.

 Aquinas has increased its 
square footage due to structural 
additions over the years. Students 
could not support the Saints on 
campus until the football stadium, 
baseball/softball field and auxil-
iary gymnasium were all added. 
School produc-
tions are now 
performed on an 
actual stage due 
to the addition 
of the theater. 
As enrollment 
increased, more 
classroom space 
was needed. 
Consequently, 
the basement was converted into 
classrooms, and the University of 
Saint Mary building was added. 
More parking spots were also added 
to accommodate the larger student 
population. These improvements 
were necessary and are used fre-
quently today. 

 The exterior view of the 
school is not all that has changed; 
the interior of the school has been 
improved as well. More students 
meant more lockers. The brown 
lockers lining the hallways are 
original, but the blue lockers are 
newer. The condition of the flooring 
has also improved immensely over 

the years. 
“The commons used to be tile 

but they were a mess. They kept 
popping up, so last year they took 
all that up and finished it,” theology 
and English teacher Phil Farnan 
said. “The halls used to have carpet-
ing; that was also a mess. They 
smelled and were always wet, so 
[it’s] definitely a positive change.”  

 The gym floor was also refin-
ished at the beginning of last year.  

Aquinas will have to change in 
the future, too. In the next 10 years 
Farnan said he wants to add more 
computers and projectors to all the 
rooms. He said he wishes English 
and math teachers could have smart 
boards, but also argues we need to 
establish priorities when making 
these decisions. One priority for 
him is changing sports fields. 

 “I think we 
are going to have 
to face the fact 
someday that we 
are going to have 
to make improve-
ments to the out-
door fields. Since 
we play soccer 
and football on 

the same field, it might be a great 
advantage to have artificial turf,” 
Farnan said. “I can see weather-
wise a distinct advantage with that. 
I know it’s costly in the beginning, 
but I think quite possibly in the long 
run it might pay off.”

 Greg Wilson, who has taught 
Latin since 1988, also said he wants 
to add turf to the practice fields and 
stadium. He also wants to update 
the library. 

 The school has improved 
tremendously since 1988, but it all 
comes with a price. The original 
building cost almost $12 million. 
The school spent about that much 

again over the last 23 years on reno-
vation. 

 Aquinas has also changed as a 
community since 1988. Externally, 
we have cell phones and computer 
access, but the average student has 
evolved in many ways, too. 

  “The most noticeable differ-
ence to me between the students 
of 1988-1989 and the students of 
2010-2011 is that it seems like to 
me that students now- even though 
they are busier and even though 
they are tired all the time and they 
have so many things to do - they 
really are more focused then they 
were 20 years ago,” Farnan said. 
“Students are definitely more spiri-
tual, too.” 

 The spirituality of seniors has 
grown since 1988 in part because 
they are able to experience the Kai-
ros Retreat. 

 Wilson has noticed negative 
changes in students, too.

 “Students are less responsible 
now. On the announcements they 
had to tell students to go to seminar 
first (because of reconciliation) 
multiple times,” Wilson said. “In 
1988, the announcement would 
have been only on the weekly bul-
letin. Parents are doing everything 
for their kids now.”

 Many teachers and staff 
members at Aquinas have come 
and gone over the years, but a few 
devoted teachers, such as Wilson 
and Farnan, have been here from 
the start. Although some personnel 
may move on, some teachers rarely 
change their ways.

 “(I have) not (changed) too 
much. Since I don’t coach as much, 
I have more time to help or work 
with students. This year we changed 
textbooks. This is a big change,” 

Wilson said. d

Teens for life spend time 
with angels of grace

KATIE GOULD
Reporter

The Teens for Life lend a hand to The 
Grace Center in Kansas City, KS where 
they play with the children.

“We all do a few things, but she’s given her 
life to help these girls.”

These words, said by Saint Thomas Aquinas 
teacher Cathryn Hund, perfectly describe one 
helping hand in Kansas. Wanda Bibbs, a mem-
ber of Sacred Heart Parish, has devoted years 
of her life to the safety and future of pregnant 
teens and their children.

It all started in the early 1980s, when Bibbs’ 
husband was coaching a girl’s basketball team. 
During one game, Wanda noticed that one of 
the girls was pregnant. After doing everything 
to get the girl back on her feet—even opening 
their doors and letting her sleep on the couch—
the Bibbs decided that this was only the 
beginning of their mission to help girls in need. 
Maybe the need to aid others was hereditary, 
seeing as Wanda’s great-grandmother, Grace 
Banks, opened her home to pregnant girls in 
days where even the thought of helping an 
unwed mother was taboo.

 After making the decision to lend a hand 
to pregnant girls in need, Wanda moved to 
Wichita to work at Gerard’s House—another 
safety house—to help and learn how to run a 
house of her own. When she returned home, 
Wanda and her husband began to establish the 
Grace Center, fittingly named after her great-
grandmother. 

Set up in a former convent, the Grace Center 
was created in 1986, but doors opened in 1987. 
Due to Archbishop Keleher, the Grace Center’s 
last worry is rent. That is because their charge 
is $1 a year. Not to mention the Grace Center 
receives many donations from charities, par-
ishes and donors. 

The Grace Center has no room for disrespect, 
as the rules make loud and clear. The girls must 
go to school, do their homework and chores, 
and take parenting classes, bible studies and 
other courses that prepare them for things like 
finance and nutrition. They must always keep 
their rooms clean, and profanity is prohibited. 
After a child is born, the mother has the choice 
of moving into nearby apartments, where they 
must be trained in CPR, know the fire exits, 
and completely baby-proof the home. These 
regulations might seem stern, but Wanda’s 
regiment has saved over 600 lives. 

A while after the Grace Center was formed 
Wanda used part of the Sacred Heart School 
as a day care center for the older children. This 
was convenient, since the older people would 
come and visit the children after Mass, along 

with the parish priest. Due to some complica-
tions, the day care had to relocate. The Angels 
of Grace Family Center now resides in a 
facility only a few blocks away, but far enough 
to where the children lose the close interac-
tion with the rest of the parish. Every morn-
ing at 5:30, the doors open and do not close 
until six o’clock at night. The teachers prepare 
the children for school subjects such as the 
alphabet, sounds, math and science. As lucky 
and blessed as the facility is, they are deprived 
of proper technology to prepare the children for 
typing. The lack of computers—2 altogether—
and typing programs, limits the children’s 
chances of succeeding in school. Donations 
made at this year’s Saints’ “Walk for Life” will 
partially go to the providing of computers and 
other necessary items for the little “Angels of 
Grace” as they are commonly called. 

The Grace Center and its counterpart The 
Angels of Grace Family Center provide more 
than a safe place for women and children. 
Bibbs’ work to create these facilities has liter-
ally saved lives. Her efforts to better the lives 
of all people—unborn, children, and young 
adults alike—should be a symbol to us all of 
how God’s work can be done by anyone, any 
day, at any time. d

The Angels of Grace Family Center can be 
found at 1220 Troup Avenue, Kansas City, KS, 
66104, and can be contacted at 913-233-2944. 

Photo courtesy of Katie Gould | The Shield

The kids at the Grace Center enjoy building a block 
tower. They are taken care of there everyday while 
their young mothers finish school.
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SMC colors set room tone

While some classrooms 
around Saint Thomas Aqui-
nas differ with their decora-
tions or posters, other class-
rooms differ in their color. 

Saint Mary’s Center, 
the second building on the 
Aquinas campus, was opened 
in 1998. When it was first 
opened, it held classrooms 
for teachers who taught 
mainly senior classes. Over 
time, though, it has shifted to 
primarily English classes. 

When it was first opened, 
there was one outstanding 
difference between SMC and 
the main building: the wall 
color. 

“It has been blue since it 
was first built,” said English 
teacher Sue Waters. “It’s a 
very neutral blue, but it is 
blue.”

Sophomore Laura Roth said 

that the difference in color 
was noticeable for her, too. 

“At a certain point at the 
beginning of this year, I 
noticed it,” Roth said. “[I] 
thought why not paint the 
colors in the main building 
like that?”

Waters, who teaches 
English to sophomores and 
seniors, has been teaching in 
SMC since it was first built. 
She said that she is not sure 
why the building was painted 
the way it was, but that she 
knew blue was thought to be 
a calming color. 

“I know that studies have 
been done over colors and 
their effects,” Waters said. “I 
don’t know why they chose 
blue specifically, but it is 
light and neutral.” 

Waters also said that she 
does notice a difference in 
behavior between the two 
buildings, but that she feel 
s it isn’t because of the wall 
colors. 

“I think . . . it’s because 
there are no lockers in this 
building,” she said. “You 
come in, walk right through 
the halls, and have to hurry 
back to get to your locker 

after class. Once you’re 
here, there’s no wandering 
around.” 

Roth disagrees. She said 
the paint color does change 
the way she learns and acts 
in class. 

“[The] cool colors are more 
relaxing,” Roth said.

According to Leatrice 
Eiseman’s Color: Message 
and Meanings, the color blue 
is often associated with a 
“quiet, cool permanence.” It 
is a color that makes the mind 
links with peacefulness and 
loyalty. 

Blue is also a color that is 
most often associated with re-
ligion. Biblical figures are of-
ten depicted as wearing blue 
robes, because it is easiest to 
associate with religion and, 
most importantly, mercy. 

  Beige, on the other hand, 
gives off a neutral feeling. To 
the human mind, it is quiet 
and unnoticed. While the 
color “beige” is not very spe-
cific to define, neutral colors 
like it—gray, cream, and off-
white—have the same effect 
on the mind. Neutral colors 
such as gray are supposed to 
be much more basic. d

ELLEN BERTELS
Reporter

The wall color of the Saint 
Mary’s College has a different 
feel than the Saint Thomas 
Aquinas building. 

  MADISON PETRACEK
Reporter

Saint Thomas Aquinas was built 
in 1988, and since then the 
school has built up their design.

“The halls used to have 
carpeting; they smelled 
and were always wet.”

- Phil Farnan
Theology and English teacher



 
 
 
 
 
 

                                   

  After slowly making my way 
through the never-ending lunch line, 
the last thing I want to do is wait 
in the extremely long line for the 
microwave. To solve this problem, 
Saint Thomas Aquinas should invest 
in a second microwave so students can 
have more time to eat at lunch.
 Many students at Aquinas bring 
lunch items from home which requires 
microwave usage.  A popular food 
item to bring is macaroni and cheese in 
a microwavable cup.  It takes anywhere 
from three to four minutes to cook, 
and there is often a line with students 
waiting to warm their food.  Another 
popular thing for students to do is 
warm up their cookies for lunch.  
When I went to warm up my cookie 
one day, it took me seven minutes to 
get to the front of the line!  These 
lines fill the kitchen area with big 
crowds that are sometimes hard to 
pass through.
 While having a microwave in the 
cafeteria is a privilege for students, 
having just one causes unnecessary 
time consumption.  Students have 25 
minutes every day to wait in the lunch 
line, get their food, sit down and eat.  

Standing in the lunch line can take 
up to ten minutes alone, so having 
to stand in the microwave line is just 
another hassle for hungry students.  
When students get back to their table, 
they barely have enough time to eat.  
If Aquinas got another microwave, it 
could cut the waiting time in half and 
give students more time to eat their 
lunch and talk with their peers. It 
would also help the efficiency of the 
lunch room by lessening the crowds 
near the kitchen.
 If maintenance of the microwave 

is the reason why we do not have 
another one, it could easily be taken 
care of by the students.  Students clean 
the tables; they could just as easily 
keep the microwave clean.  I think it 
would be worth it, or at least worth a 
try.
 If cost is a reason preventing 
another microwave, I am sure there 
are many alternative ways we could 
acquire one.  Finding someone with 
a microwave they never use would 
not be too hard. We could even buy 
a new one through a fundraiser such 

as selling cookies to the students, 
with the proceeds going toward a 
new microwave.  Donations could 
also be asked for because people are 
always willing to help out the Aquinas 
community.  These are just a few 
ways Aquinas could accomplish this 
attainable goal, making lunch a more 
efficient and enjoyable experience for 
students. d
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Aquinas needs a second microwave
Aquinas should get a second 
microwave to decrease waiting 
time and make it easier for stu-
dents to use the microwave.
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Carpool: Carpooling 
has many benefits, 
few risks

Continued from Front Page 
 One of their parents drives them 
all to and from school every day, aside 
from when they have conflicts.
 “It would be kind of dumb for all 
of us to go up to school at the same 
time when we live two doors down,” 
Mack said.
 Carpooling can be a very simple, 
very efficient thing to do. If two or 
more students all going to school 
together live near one another, it is 
a simple matter to share the driving, 
or for one student to drive the other. 
While there may be concerns about 
timing or other events, these can easily 
be worked out with planning and dis-
cussions. Mack agrees that carpooling 
is an easy way to get to know class-
mates in your area better.
 Carpooling can have a positive 
effect on your wallet, too.  By sharing 
driving time, students are able to use 
less gas getting to and from school. 
This means they spend less money 
on gas, which is important when gas 
prices are at or above $3.50 a gallon, 
and filling up could cost as much as 

$50 per trip. If two people divide the 
amount of driving time between them, 
parents and students alike could save.  
 Carpooling also cuts carbon emis-
sions because it lessens the number of 
cars on the road emitting exhaust.  It is 
a simple, friendly way to become fuel 
efficient and eco-friendly.
 This shouldn’t be seen as some-
thing that is only for environmental 
enthusiasts, though; it is not all about 
“going green.” It can also help with 
time. Some students carpool because 
they can’t drive and don’t have a way 
to get to and from school otherwise. 
Not only is this a great way to meet 
other people, it is a kind, friendly 
thing to do. Meeting people in your 
neighborhood can be helpful, too, be-
cause exchanging rides to other events 
becomes an easy option.
 Carpooling isn’t a difficult choice 
to make. Many of the benefits out-
weigh the risks. Taking one easy step 
out of your way can cut costs, carbon 
emissions, and can be the next move 
to meeting new people. d

Students 
Speak

What did you 
give up for 

Lent?

Top Student 
Sacrifices

1. Facebook
2. Swearing
3. Cafeteria 
Cookies/Sweets
4. Cafeteria food in 
general
5. Trying to 
strengthen faith in 
some way

 
 
 
 
 

      
     The administration at Saint Thomas 
Aquinas High School is missing an 
important opportunity to aid their 
families in 
paying off 
tuition and 
help the 
school at the 
same time.
Members of 
the Catholic 
parishes in Johnson County will be 
paying $7,250 per student for the 
2010-2011 school year.  A work-
study program could be a solution 
for families confronting financial 
hardships who are willing and able to 
work.
 A work-study program is a form 
of financial aid or scholarship where 
the student works for his or her school 
for a portion of his or her tuition. In 
this case, a student could work the 
amount of hours based on their need 
of assistance. This, of course, would 
be set with an equal hourly pay for all 
involved.
 Other Catholic high schools 

in the area such as Rockhurst 
High School, Bishop Miege High 
School and Notre Dame de Sion all 
offer the chance for hard working 
students to work within the school 
for a portion of their tuition. 
Miege’s program offers as much as 
17 percent—$1,200—of a Johnson 
County Catholic Parish member’s 
tuition to be paid. Rockhurst’s 
program involves students washing 
windows, picking up trash in the 
hallways and cleaning the locker 
rooms.
 Though finding time for student 
athletes to get involved with this 
program could be difficult, deft 
planning could eliminate problems. 
If an athlete wishes to partake in the 
work-study program, he or she could 
simply apply for a time during his 
or her off-season if attending before 

school was 
not an option. 
Contrary to 
belief, many 
students are 
involved in 
activities that 
do not happen 
after school 

so they would not have issues with 
scheduling around practices or games.
 Aquinas also offers a special 
program called the Guardian Angel 
Fund for students whose families have 
been affected by a loss of a job, death 
or divorce. However, not all who 
would like to ease the strain of tuition 
fit the qualifications. 
 A work-study program could be 
beneficial to many of Aquinas’s hard 
working students and the school itself. 
To promote a work-study program, 
talk to the administration about this 
topic and be an advocate for a great 
opportunity. d

Aquinas should offer 
a work-study program

CAROLE TRICKEY
Centerspread Editor

Offering opportunities for 
students to work for the school 
could prove beneficial to both 
Aquinas and the students.

A work-study program could be 
a solution for families confront-
ing financial hardships who are 
willing and able to work.

“This year I’m giving up eat-
ing after dinner. I am also 
trying to say a decade of the 
rosary each day. ”
- sophomore Christina 
Metzger

“School lunches and 
soda... I’m definitely 
missing the bosco sticks!”
- senior Amanda Gress

“I am attempting to stop 
cussing.”
- junior Max Wilber

“I am saying a decade of 
the rosary everyday and 
making sure I go to mass 
every Sunday!”
- senior Elizabeth Amaro
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	 Over	spring	break,	the	Saints	Rugby	team	
took	over	70	players,	parents	and	coaches	to	the	
Republic	of	Ireland	and	Northern	Ireland,	visiting	
several	major	cities	and	playing	local	high	school	
teams.	Here	is	a	first	person	account	of	the	entire	
experience.

	 For	rugby	players,	spring	break	was	filled	
with	explosive	games	against	expert	Irish	teams,	
tours	of	Irish	cities,	castles	and	cliff	sides	and	an	
irritable	bus	driver	named	Leonard.	The	trip	was	
the	best	vacations	I	have	ever	taken,	but	it	was	
also	one	of	the	most	exhausting!	Here	are	some	
things	I	learned	about	Ireland:

•	 Day	1-	Dublin
	 After	a	long	flight,	we	met	at	the	Maldron	
Hotel.		By	this	time,	it	was	mid-morning	in	
Dublin.	Quickly,	I	realized	that	the	hotel	was	in	
a	shady	part	of	town,	as	our	opponents	would	
confirm	the	next	day.		We	had	our	first	training	
practice	with	Trinity	College	(a	talented	rugby	
university),	Head	Coach	Tony	Smeeth.		He	
went	over	fundamentals	and	passing	drills	with	
us,	but	our	team	was	only	half	awake	because	of	
the	flight.	Our	night	ended	with	former	Irish	
International	player	Malcolm	O’Kelly	describing	
the	importance	of	rugby	to	Ireland.	

•	 Day	2-	Dublin
	 We	continued	to	tour	Dublin	and	saw	the	
Book	of	Kells	at	Trinity	College,	which	are	a	
translation	of	the	gospels	in	Gaelic	dating	back	
to	the	Middle	Ages.	That	night,	we	got	our	first	
taste	of	Irish	rugby	against	Malahide	RFC,	and	
we	won	on	sheer	athleticism.		Unfortunately,	
it	was	not	until	after	the	game	that	we	learned	
that	we	had	just	played	their	JV	side.	You	would	
think	that	our	coaches	would	have	sorted	that	
out	sooner,	but	it	was	too	late,	and	most	of	the	
varsity	players,	including	myself,	had	to	play	
fatigued	against	a	fresh	varsity	team.	We	fought	
valiantly,	but	lost	by	two	tries,	which	are	equiva-
lent	to	touchdowns.

•	 Day	3-	Nenagh	
	 After	waking	up	early	in	Dublin,	I	slept	
through	the	bus	ride	and	woke	up	hours	later	
in	Nenagh.	After	a	short	practice,	we	toured	
Thomond,	which	is	the	home	stadium	of	Mun-
ster	Rugby,	the	most	popular	rugby	team	in	Ire-
land.	Being	on	that	pitch	was	something	special	
and	I	tried	to	imagine	a	full	crowd	cheering	us	
on.

•	 Days	4	and	5-	Nenagh
	 In	the	morning,	we	trained	with	Munster	
Rugby	player	John	Lacey,	but	the	real	fun	began	

that	afternoon.	The	entire	team	marched	in	Ne-
nagh’s	Saint	Patrick’s	Day	Parade	alongside	the	
local	team,	Nenagh-Ormond,	which	we	would	
play	the	next	day.	Most	of	the	city	welcomed	
us	with	open	arms,	except	for	the	children	who	
yelled	“America	Sucks!”	as	we	went	by.	
	 Much	of	the	town	showed	up	at	the	game	
the	following	evening,	though	they	were	far	less	
friendly	than	at	the	parade.	From	the	opening	
whistle,	Nenagh-Ormond	simply	outmaneu-
vered	us,	scoring	early	and	focusing	on	the	weak	
spots	of	our	defense.	We	attempted	a	late	rally	
and	got	back	within	one	try,	but	lost	24-30.

•	 Day	6	and	7-	Galway	
	 After	another	long	bus	ride	and	long	nap,	
we	reached	Galway	by	noon.	We	trained	with	
some	of	Galway’s	players,	and	it	was	here	I	
learned	the	toll	playing	the	sport	takes	on	the	
body.	One	of	them	could’ve	passed	as	a	60	year	
old	but	was	only	40!	Later,	from	the	comfort	
of	a	crowded	pub,	we	witnessed	just	how	much	
Ireland	loves	their	national	team,	who	played	
England	in	the	final	game	of	the	6	Nations	
season.	The	English	were	undefeated	and	heavily	
favored,	but	the	Irish	won	24-8.	Every	pub	in	
Ireland	celebrated	that	night	until	the	morning.
	 In	our	final	Ireland	Rugby	Match,	we	faced	
the	Galway	Corinthians,	a	club	team	that	has	
been	around	for	over	100	years.	Surprisingly,	
this	team	was	not	nearly	as	skilled	as	our	two	
previous	opponents,	but	the	wear	and	tear	of	the	
tour	finally	caught	up	to	us,	and	we	lost	10-14.	

•	 Day	8-	Belfast
	 We	were	on	the	bus	for	over	10	hours	on	
this	day.		We	began	by	touring	several	Belfast	
murals	in	the	Protestant	district.	This	was	
incredibly	uncomfortable,	as	many	of	these	
murals	honored	men	who	murdered	Catholics,	
but	we	soon	learned	that	the	Catholics	were	just	
as	guilty.	I	think	we	all	learned	that	day	how	
lucky	we	are	to	live	in	a	country	where	no	one	
threatens	you	for	how	you	worship	God.
	 We	then	visited	the	awe	inspiring	Giant’s	
Causeway,	where	stones	along	the	Irish	Sea	have	
eroded	to	look	as	though	a	giant	began	to	build	
a	bridge	from	Ireland	to	Scotland.	On	a	lighter	
note,	a	few	players,	one	coach	and	our	managers	
were	hit	by	a	big	wave	while	standing	too	close	
to	the	sea	and	almost	were	swept	away.		Thank-
fully,	no	one	got	hurt,	though	the	sea	swallowed	
up	one	of	Brendan	Nachbar’s	shoes.	Unfortu-
nately,	our	bus	driver	took	a	wrong	turn	on	our	
way	to	the	causeway.	Without	hope	for	a	U-turn	
on	a	double-decker	bus,	we	took	a	detour	that	
caused	us	to	miss	our	scheduled	game	against	
the	Belfast	Harlequins.
	 Since	returning,	the	Saints	have	shown	their	
improvement	since	the	Ireland	trip,	winning	the	
Saint	Louis	Ruggerfest	tournament	for	the	second	
year	in	a	row.	d

Saints Rugby tours Ireland
CONNOR CASEY

Sports Editor
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	 “We	definitely	outplayed	Blue	
Valley	Northwest,”	Khoury	said,	“but	
we	couldn’t	score	down	the	field.”
	 The	intense	game	eventually	
ended	with	a	goal	on	the	Saints	and	the	
Huskies’	victory:	1-0.	In	the	end,	the	
girls’	Saints	place	fourth.
	 “Despite	the	losses,	we	definitely	
came	together	as	a	team	during	Mo-
Kan,”	Khoury	said,	“and	every	game	
we	were	getting	better.”
	 Khoury	and	freshman	Mary	Dis-
idore	were	both	named	on	the	MoKan	
All-team	tournament;	an	honor	that	all	
the	coaches	from	the	other	teams	place	
upon	the	best	players	in	the	entire	
tournament.
	 The	entire	team	consists	of	3	
freshmen;	therefore	they	pose	a	
serious	position	on	the	team.	The	

freshmen	on	Varsity	include	Disidore,	
Lindsey	Perz,	and	Annie	Poelzl.	Being	
their	first	year	on	the	team,	they	have	
a	ton	of	pressure	but	have	proven	to	
be	successful	in	the	tournament	and	
overall.
	 “The	underclassmen	stepped	up	
and	help	the	team,”	Khoury	said.
After	the	tournament,	sophomore	
Hannah	Pyle	ended	up	spraining	her	
MCL.	As	the	main	forward	and	at-
tacker	on	the	team,	the	team	has	to	
restructure	their	strategy.	
	 “We	had	a	bad	start,”	Ewing	said,	
“but	now	we	just	need	to	focus	on	get-
ting	the	ball	into	the	net.”
	 The	team	is	currently	set	to	play	
in	a	national	tournament	this	past	
week.
	 “I	am	very	optimistic	as	to	how	
this	tournament	will	turn	out,”	Ewing	
said.	d

MoKan: Girls’ Soccer 
takes fourth at tourney

Courtesy of Michele Gress 

Sophomore Hannah Pyle passes the ball in front of several Lee Summit North Players. The 
Saints lost to North on a 3-1 Shootout in the Semifinal round. 

Forensics prepares for State
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 This	year’s	forensics	team	is	off	
to	a	great	start,	with	more	than	the	
needed	number	of	state	qualifiers,	
which	could	mean	a	state	title	in	the	
future.
	 Forensics	is	a	sport	that	consists	
of	a	variety	of	speaking	and	acting	
events.	Students	can	compete	in	events	
ranging	from	impromptu	speaking	to	
dramatic	and	humorous	interpretation.	
According	to	assistant	coach	Steven	
DuBois,	there	is	a	lot	more	to	winning	
a	state	title	than	just	qualifying.
	 “We	qualify	people	out	of	a	weak	
area	in	forensics,	so	when	we	go	to	
state,	we	get	destroyed	by	the	western	
teams	that	do	this	year	round.	We	
must	get	better.	We	can’t	just	be	good	
in	this	part	of	the	estate.”
	 Despite	the	need	for	improvement,	
hopes	are	still	high.”
	 “We	have	a	solid	team	this	year.	
We	win	or	place	second	at	most	tour-
naments.	So	far	this	year	we	have	never	
lost	a	tournament	to	a	5A	school,”	
senior	Maggie	Bernard	said.	“Every-
one’s	working	really	hard,	and,	if	we	
keep	working,	we	could	certainly	win.”
	 DuBois	said	the	majority	of	the	
state	qualifiers	are	seniors,	and	when	
they	graduate,	it	will	be	a	blow	to	the	
whole	team.
	 “We	have	to	start	from	scratch,	
especially	in	public	speaking.	The	
younger	kids	need	to	step	up	their	
game	in	order	to	take	up	the	reigns,	
especially	in	extemporaneous	speak-
ing,”	DuBois	said.
	 Head	coach	Susan	Dillingham	
thinks	success	is	possible	even	after	
the	seniors	graduate.
	 “We	still	have	strong	juniors	and	
we’ve	had	a	lot	of	novice	success,	
so	if	they	stick	with	it	we	should	be	
successful.	But	we’re	losing	a	lot	of	
leadership,”	Dillingham	said.
	 Preparing	for	a	tournament	isn’t	as	
easy	as	it	sounds.	
	 “There’s	a	lot	of	business	to	it,	like	

behind	the	scenes	stuff.	It’s	working	
with	students	one	on	one,	like	helping	
with	cutting,	editing,	and	blocking.	It’s	
like	any	other	sport;	the	kids	have	to	
work	on	their	own	to	do	well.	But	the	
main	preparation,”	Dillingham	said,	“is	
when	people	go	and	talk	to	walls.”
	 To	prepare,	students	perform	their	
pieces	in	corners	and	to	walls	to	get	
down	memorization.	
	 Bernard,	who	does	extemporane-
ous	speaking	about	domestic	issues,	
prepares	for	tournaments	in	a	more	
methodical	way.	She	files	articles	
throughout	the	week	to	keep	on	top	of	
the	news.
	“Anything	that’s	left	I	take	home	
Friday	night	and	file	it	myself,”	Ber-
nard	said.	“We	have	practice	speeches.	
Once	a	week	every	‘extemper’	gives	a	
practice	speech	for	Mr.	DuBois.”	
	 The	coaches	are	more	than	quali-
fied	to	help	lead	the	team	to	a	success-
ful	season.	Dillingham	has	a	degree	
in	Speech	and	Theater	Arts,	and	even	
competed	in	humorous	interpreta-
tion	during	high	school.	DuBois	also	
competed	in	forensics	during	high	
school.	He	won	state	in	humorous	
interpretation,	and	was	also	a	two-time	
All-American	and	a	two-time	National	
Quarterfinalist.
	 For	Bernard,	forensics	is	both	fun	
and	useful.	
	 “Originally	I	did	forensics	to	pre-

pare	for	debate	by	becoming	a	better	
speaker.	I	continue	it	because	I	enjoy	
it.	The	people	are	fun	to	be	around	on	
Saturday	and	I	like	keeping	updated	
on	domestic	policy	and	testing	my	
knowledge	on	it.”	Bernard	said.
	 She	graduates	this	year,	but	fo-
rensics	will	always	have	a	place	in	her	
heart.	
	 “It’s	been	a	big	part	of	high	school	
so	I’ll	be	sad	to	leave,”	she	said.
	 With	the	state	tournament	coming	
up	on	May	7,	the	pressure	is	on.	Five	
tournaments	are	left	in	this	year’s	sea-
son,	which	means	more	students	could	
qualify	for	state.	Only	16	competitors	
can	be	taken	to	state,	so	some	tough	
decisions	will	need	to	be	made.	
	 “We	will	take	people	who	will	
most	succeed	at	state,	but	the	majority	
of	them	are	seniors	right	now.	But	if	
there’s	a	freshman	that	will	have	more	
success	at	state	than	a	senior,	we	will	
take	the	freshman.	Our	first	obliga-
tion	is	to	the	team	as	a	whole,”	DuBois	
said.
	 Bernard	urges	for	students	to	en-
roll	in	forensics	because	it	is	a	fun	and	
different	sport	to	try.	
	 “If	you	have	any	interest	in	acting	
or	speaking	you	should	certainly	join.	
Forensics	gives	you	the	charge	not	
only	to	improve	your	skills	you	already	
have,	but	also	to	test	your	abilities	
against	someone	else.”	d

Courtesy of Michele Gress

Seniors Katie Bolin and Rachel Stompoly perform their duo forensics peice. They, along 
with many other members of the foresnsics team, have already qualified for state.  

TAYLOR RUISCH
Reporter

Descions about who is going to 
state are being made as more 
foresicators qualify.
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	 Saint	Thomas	Aquinas	has	had	
a	swim	team	for	over	13	years,	but	
has	never	had	a	pool.	Most	members	
of	the	swim	team	would	agree	that	
getting	a	pool	at	Aquinas	would	be	an	
advantage.	
	 “It	would	make	it	seem	like	the	
Aquinas	community	cared	more	about	
other	sports	besides	football	and	bas-
ketball,”	sophomore	Samantha	Vogt	
said.	
	 For	sophomore	Maddie	Weissend,	
it	would	let	the	swim	team	have	easier	
access	to	a	pool.	Swim	team	coach	
Rick	Jenkins	agrees	that	it	would	be	a	
good	idea.	
	 “There	would	be	advantages	to	
having	a	pool	at	Aquinas.	It	would	
help	us	have	an	even	more	competitive	
swim	team,”	Jenkins	said.	
	 However,	not	everyone	agrees	
that	a	pool	would	be	an	advantage	to	
Aquinas.	
	 “There	is	no	advantage	for	us	to	
have	a	swimming	pool,”	President	Bill	
Ford	said.	“The	cost	of	building	a	pool	

is	between	$1.5	and	2	million.	Assum-
ing	we	could	generate	the	funding,	we	
have	many	other	needs	that	the	money	
could	go	for.	In	addition	the	annual	
maintenance	costs	of	a	swimming	pool	
are	around	$200,000	per	year.”	
	 “The	cost	of	building,	funding	
and	upkeep	total	to	a	large	amount,”	
Jenkins	said.	“Maintenance,	includ-
ing	water	quality,	lights,	temperature,	
and	specific	items	necessary	for	the	
swim	and	dive	team,	lane	lines,	diving	
boards,	and	backstroke	flags,	contrib-
ute	to	the	large	price	of	a	swimming	
pool.	
	 The	Aquinas	swim	team	currently	
practices	at	Pioneer	Trail	Middle	
School.	According	to	Vogt,	the	cur-
rent	practice	location	is	“older,	not	
preferable,	but	not	terrible.”	Some	
disagree	in	that	the	practice	facility	is	
not	the	best	for	the	team.	
	 “We	currently	have	45	women	
using	four	lanes	for	swim	practice	and	
nine	divers	on	one	stiff,	non-ideal,	
diving	board,”	Jenkins	said.	“Our	
swimmers	are	not	allowed	to	dress	in	a	
locker	room	nor	shower	after	practice.	
They	change	in	a	regular	bathroom	
that	the	students,	faculty	and	parents	
of	the	Olathe	middle	schools	are	using	
to	go	to	the	bathroom.”
	 There	may	be	many	advantages	
to	getting	a	pool	at	Aquinas,	but	there	
are	many	problems	that	can	cause	
setbacks.	Setbacks	include	the	lack	of	
space	a	pool	would	require.	However,	
there	are	ideas	as	to	where	a	pool	
could	be	built.	Vogt	believes	a	pool	
could	be	built	in	the	large	open	space	
by	sophomore	lot.	Jenkins	thinks	it	
could	maybe	fit	between	Aquinas	and	
St.	Mary’s	College.d

Swimmers flop with-
out an actual pool

The 3 Reasons Why...
1. Building a pool would cost around $2-4 
million dollars

2. The maintenance of keeping up a pool is 
around $200,000 a year

3. Both swim teams have been practicing at 
Pioneer Trail for years for a fraction of the 
price of maintaining a pool

Aquinas has had swim teams for 
several years, but there has never 
been a school pool.

TAYLOR PATTERSON
Reporter

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 For	the	first	time	in	Aquinas	
history,	the	girls’	basketball	team	has	
gone	a	perfect	25-0,	winning	the	5A	
state	championship	on	March	12.	
	 The	girls	were	already	number	one	
in	the	state	in	multiple	coaching	polls,	
as	well	as	EKL	champions.	Several	of	
the	tournament	teams	had	fallen	to	the	
Saints	earlier	in	the	season	including	
their	championship	opponents,	the	
Blue	Valley	Lady	Tigers,	who	in	their	
two	meetings	fell	to	the	Saints	50-36	
and	49-41.	
	 The	championship	game	would	
be	no	different.	The	Saints	entered	the	
Topeka	Expocentre	brimming	with	
confidence,	sporting	their	new	“Ball	
Don’t	Lie”	t-shirts.	They	had	plenty	
to	be	confident	about,	as	all	of	their	
injured	players	were	fully	healed	and	
none	of	their	previous	tournament	
games	had	been	close.	The	champion-
ship	started	off	slow	with	the	Saints	
maintaining	a	small	lead	throughout	
the	first	quarter.	Throughout	the	
second,	both	teams	traded	off	leads.	
Neither	seemed	to	be	able	to	pull	
away,	as	the	Lady	Tigers	kept	having	
foul	trouble	and	the	Saints	suffered	
turnovers.	With	two	minutes	left,	the	
Saints	began	to	pull	away	after	a	three	
point	shot	from	junior	Maggie	Harri-
son	and	another	from	senior	DaShawn	

Harden.	Just	before	half,	the	Lady	
Tigers	hit	a	buzzer	beater	to	cut	the	
Saints’	lead	in	half,	23-20.
	 While	the	first	half	may	have	
been	relatively	even,	the	second	half	
belonged	to	the	Saints.	The	team	
eliminated	turnover	mistakes	and	with	
1:48	left	in	the	third	quarter,	senior	
Nelly	Weledji	gave	the	Saints	their	
biggest	lead	yet,	37-25.	Throughout	
the	fourth	quarter	they	refused	to	
allow	the	Lady	Tigers	within	7	points,	
and	ended	the	game	48-37.	Senior	
and	soon	to	be	Oklahoma	Sooner,	
Dashawn	Harden,	knew	how	impor-
tant	this	win	was.
“It	was	really	cool	because	we	are	now	
a	part	of	the	best	record	in	Aquinas	
history,”	senior	Dashawn	Harden	
said.	“What	makes	it	even	better	is	
that	we	were	also	a	part	of	the	worst	
record	our	freshman	year,	which	
shows	how	much	we’ve	improved.”
	 Along	with	head	coach	Rick	
Hetzel,	who	now	has	three	girls’	
basketball	championships	(2001,	2004,	
2011),	Harden	credits	the	success	of	
this	season	to	the	great	chemistry	the	
team	shared,	along	with	how	much	
they	cared	about	each	other.	
	 Now	that	all	of	the	cheering	is	
over	and	the	banner	is	on	the	wall,	
which	does	not	lie,	the	Saints	have	
next	year	to	look	forward	to.	While	
they	may	be	losing	three	seniors,	they	
still	have	junior	Maggie	Harrison	and	
freshman	Tia	Weledji,	the	younger	
sister	of	senior	Nelly	Weledji.	
	 The	perfect	season	ended	with	
hugs,	tears,	cheers,	screaming,	drums,	
a	trophy	ceremony	and	the	band	
chanting	the	words	that	had	defined	a	
season	—“The	Ball	Don’t	Lie!”d

Saints immortalized 
through winning 
championship

CONNOR CASEY
Sports Editor

For the team that had won every-
thing else, a state championship 
ends a perfect 25-0 season.

Backs

Nelson

Henning

Macfarlane

Hermsen Benson

Downey/
Daveid

Moritz/
Linder/
Vogt

Pitchers
Heit
Beasley
Henning
Hermsen
Drew
O. Sherlock

With a strong senior class 
and a well diversed pitching 
staff (including sophomore 
Owen Sherlock on the right), 
the Saints Baseball team 
looks poised to make a run in 
the postseason. Here is the 
starting lineup:

Baseball 2011

The Streak 
@SM East  (58-38)
BVN           (49-35)
W.R.           (57-42)
Blue Springs        
                   (59-49)
@BV          (50-36)
@BVSW     (56-18)
GE              (41-39)             
Miege         (50-36)

Raytown     (44-31)
@SM South 
                   (57-43)
SM West    (58-54)
BVW           (51-38)
BVSW        (64-25)
@BVNW    (59-36)
Miege         (48-32)
BV              (49-41)
@BVW       (46-38)   

@GE          (44-36)
BVNW        (49-37)
@BVN        (60-41)
Harmon      (60-8)
Miege         (38-35)
Highland Park
                   (61-53)
Shawnee Heights
                   (51-30)
BV              (48-37)
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